Ultrasonography as an adjunct to hydrotubation in the management of female infertility.
Thirty one female patients who were being investigated for infertility had hydrotubation with ultrasound monitoring (sonosalpingography) in addition to the standard tubal patency tests of hysterosalpingography (HSG) and dye test at laparoscopy. Compared to the standard tests, sonosalpingography (SSG) had a sensitivity of 90 to 100 pc and a specificity of 95 pc in detecting bilateral tubal occlusion. In the detection of side-specific patency of the tubes, SSG had a sensitivity of 94 pc and 89 pc when compared with HSG and laparoscopy respectively. The corresponding specificity values were 83 pc and 85 pc. Hydrotubation enhanced the ability of ultrasonography to detect such uterine abnormalities as uterine synechae, intrauterine septa and submucous fibroids. It was concluded that sonosalpingography is a sensitive and relatively safe screening method for assessing tubal patency in infertile women. It also provides valuable information about the uterine wall and uterine cavity.